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 SANTA MARIA DE LA VID ABBEY 
 

New Wine Skins 
 By Fr. Graham Golden, O. Praem.  

 

This particular newsletter is late in coming. It has been 
assembled and re-assembled numerous times since 
August. As soon as we were set to share our advances 
and movements, things would shift and thus what we 
hoped to celebrate would change. We entered the fall 
with a sense of optimism as Zac professed simple vows 
and we anticipated the arrival of Dan as a new postu-
lant. Due to various life circumstances Dan has yet to 
come and Zac has moved on from our community. Yet, 
in the midst of these particular moments of pause we 
rejoice in the vibrant dedication, spirit and perseverance 
of our novice Patricio and postulant Edgar. Our Abbey 
outreach has also grown in strength, visibility, and 
recognition.  

These last months have been marked most significantly        
by both a call to trust and a call to action. If we truly believe that we have been missioned by God, and that we 
are to forge the presence of our tradition of communio as disciples of peace and reconciliation in this place and 
time, then we can confidently rejoice in movements of growth, beauty, and joy even in the face of uncertainty, 
setbacks, and disappointments. However, it also is an opportunity to be attentive to the signs of the times that 
surround us, and to follow these movements of grace 
and hope that are germinating in our midst.  

Several newsletters ago I was somewhat surprised 
when my challenge to examine our life and traditions in 
light of vocational trends and tendencies that were evi-
dent in the younger church and local practices was met 
with dismay, disappointment and even anger. That was 
not my intent, and I apologize for having been perceived 
as condemning or judgement.  What I present here is in 
no way a criticism of our past or even current norms as 
a community, but rather a statement of hope.  We have 
organically grown to have a significantly more open dis-
position to the traditions of our local church and the ex-
ternal and aesthetic expressions of spirituality that are 
resonant with younger generations.  

The fruits that this growth has born within us as a  
community and the vibrancy that has developed in our larger recognition in the community, engagement of 
younger people in our life and ministries, and in the sense of belonging among our younger members should 
stand as an indication that we should thoughtfully and prayerfully continue to discern ways in which the veneers 
of communal life can become even more welcoming and embracing of the diversity that surrounds us so as to 
be able to more readily share the depth of what our call and identity is. It is through the forging of this relation-
ship that hearts are moved and conversions are brought about. The structures and aesthetics of life that act as 
conduits for these relationships should be as intelligible, open, and welcoming as possible to those whom we 
wish to welcome into our midst—the wine we desire to hold in our skins.   

Many months ago during our community retreat, Fr. Michael Fish, OSB. Cam. challenged us to imagine new 
wine skins to contain new wine. For us new wine is the new and youthful energy that we are hoping to continue 
to welcome into our midst. As we know from the Gospel, if we cannot form new skins to contain the new wine, 
the new wine will burst the skins and both the skin and the wine is ruined.  
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Holy Rosary’s Soul Fire Youth Group visit to the Abbey. 

Christ’s Calling Initiative. 
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Where We’ve Been… 
The Summer and Fall of 2017 were full of events 
meant to foster community involvement and faith 
development, especially amongst young adults. 

In June, we hosted a Catholic Connection Young 
Adult Summer Retreat on the theme, “Catholic 
Life Crisis” with the following subthemes: the rela-
tionship between our constant need for conver-
sion and our constant tendency toward doubt, the 
grace of community, and our lives as pilgrimages. 
The young adults who attended expressed that it 
had been a while since they attended a retreat 
where they felt free to share openly, especially in 
the presence of other people they did not know 
well. We are thankful for God’s goodness and grace in providing a setting and atmosphere where they felt 
comfortable to do so.  

A week after this retreat, many of them returned to the Abbey for the Five-Year Anniversary of Taizé in the 
Desert in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe. On this third Friday of June, we were excited to see the Church full of 
people who had experienced this form of prayer before as well as people who were new to it. As an added 
blessing, we were able to utilize social media for the service. We video streamed the service via Facebook 
Live, featuring the unique and beautiful gathering space of the Church of Santa Maria de la Vid, the wonderful 
music provided by our faithful music ministers, and the beauty of community participation and prayer. Of 
course, we continue to encourage actual, physical presence at this prayer service as we know it is one thing 
to watch it on a screen and it is another completely to be a part of it. 

An event for which a screen is very necessary, 
Theology on Film, also continued. This summer, 
we featured three films, hoping to draw a variety 
of perspectives. The films were Disney’s Zootopia 
(2016), Les Misérables (2012), and Lion (2016). 
Our hope was realized as we had people of vari-
ous ages and diverse backgrounds contribute to 
the discussion that followed each film. In addition, 
we assisted the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Office 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministries in their ef-
forts to prepare for the 15th Ordinary General As-
sembly of the Synod of Bishops on the theme, 
“Young People, the Faith, and Vocational Dis-
cernment,” to include gathering results for a 
young adult survey, hosting a Catholic Corner 
question-and-answer session on the results via 
Facebook Live, and taking part in a Young Adult Symposium for which results of the survey were discussed 
further.  

Moreover, we brought Christ in the Community to Hyder Park in early July for a city event called Tasty Tues-
days and to Isotopes Park in late July for their All Faiths-themed Game Night, we began an ongoing faith-
sharing group for young adult women called Ladies Who Share in response to feedback received at our Cath-
olic Connection Young Women’s Lenten Retreat on the theme, “Ladies Who Lent,” we hosted two Come and 
See Retreats, and we partnered with Prince of Peace Catholic Community to open Café Communio in early 
September. The summer’s highlight was definitely the blessing of sharing in the community’s celebration of 
the Solemnity of St. Augustine, where we welcomed Patricio Chacón as a novice in the Norbertine Communi-
ty. 

Following the Solemnity of St. Augustine, we hosted an event called “Return to Christ-A Night of Praise, Wor-
ship and Adoration,” for which we participated in praise and worship through music, featured a young adult 
speaker, Cheryl Villareal, who shared her story of faith in the midst of transition, change and uncertainty, and 
shared in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament with all of those present. 

Catholic Connection Young Adult Summer Retreat, ”Catholic Life Crisis.” 

Taizé in the Desert Five-Year Anniversary, Facebook Live. 
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On the last weekend of September, we also had the opening retreat for an 
ongoing initiative called “Christ’s Calling,” inspired by national young adult 
conference, Catholics On Call: Direction for Your Life. Those who have cho-
sen to take part in this initiative have committed to meeting monthly for the 
next year, to reflect together how God might be calling and forming each of 
them through their various ministry experiences and involvement. Addition-
ally, as part of our collaboration with the Archdiocese of Santa Fe Office of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries, we organized several events through the 
end of the year. These included the final meeting of 2017 for the Ladies 
Who Share faith-sharing group, Catholic Chat with Fr. Christopher Hallada 
as the featured presenter for the first meeting in October and Fr. Marcus 
Fryer, SJ as the featured presenter in November, Christ in the Community at 
the Old Town Holiday Stroll in early December for the lighting of the Christ-
mas Tree in the plaza, a Catholic Connection Young Adult Advent Retreat 
and follow-up movie night on the theme, “’Tis the Season to Wonder: Having 
Childlike Faith During the Advent Season,” and Taizé in the Desert.  

Apart from our collaboration with the Archdiocese, we hosted and served a 
few discernment retreats, retreats and visits by Holy Rosary’s Soul Fire and 
Salt & Sabor Youth Groups, St. Jude’s Youth Group and Holy Ghost School, 
and we served as presenters for the annual Archdiocesan Roman Catholic 
Youth Conference on the theme, “Take a Risk!” in late October. Finally, Fr. 
Stephen facilitated the last Theology on Film of the year in October for 
which we viewed the documentary, How to Let Go of the World and Love 
All the Things Climate Can’t Change (2016), and we organized and served 
the special liturgies for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on December 8—Vespers, Holy Hour & Reconciliation, 
and Eucharist. 

Perhaps the most involved event we organized and hosted this last year was our second annual art exhibition 
at the Abbey on the theme, “Share the Journey,” as part of the two-year campaign launched by Pope Francis 
by the same name. The opening was a wonderful event with live music, live art performances, food trucks and 
a great diverse group of visitors to the Abbey. The closing was also blessed as we invited the community to 
join us for the first evening of Las Posadas during Advent with homemade posole. We were blessed that Br. 
Patricio organized many of the details for the closing as he had it on his heart to bring a wonderful tradition 
from his hometown of Gallina, NM to the Abbey.  
We are truly appreciative for all of those who were able to serve both the opening and closing events, and for 
our staff and their availability to visitors throughout the month-long art exhibition. 
 

 

Live art performance, “Dare You to Move” 
at Share the Journey Art Exhibition Open-
ing. 

Br. Patricio, after receiving his habit at First Vespers of St. Augustine, 
August 27, 2017. 
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Young Adult Advent Retreat-’Tis the Season to Wonder, 
Meditative Creativity led by Meg Ashcroft. 

Formation 
We invite you to continue to join us in prayer for 
the  discernment and journeys of our young men 
in formation: 

• For Br. Patricio while he assumes responsibili-
ties in his role as a novice and continues on 
his journey of faith 

• For Edgar while he participates in Norbertine 
life as a postulant and continues his studies as 
a college student 

 

Where We’re Going… 

 
2018 began with an event we trialed in late September of last year, called “Return to Christ.” Following 
the same format, it returned with a new name, “Come to Christ: A Night of Praise, Worship & Adora-
tion.” Edgar was our featured speaker and shared about his devotion to the Blessed Mother and the 
Mass, how they both have fostered his discernment and vocation. His talk was well-received by a 
nearly full Church of people who spent the evening in prayer and praise before the Blessed Sacra-
ment. Similar to Taizé in the Desert, we will host this event monthly on the first Thursday of each 
month through June. 
 
While we are still in the planning stages of programming for this year, we have also confirmed a few 
events and retreats to include Taizé in the Desert monthly, Christ in the Community at Balloon Fiesta 
Park for their Friends & Lovers Balloon Rally in early February, a Young Men’s Lenten Retreat in early 
March, a Young Women’s Lenten Retreat in late March, a new event called Catholic Catch-Up for 
which we will invite young adults and others to find out more about the lives and ministries of religious 
and lay ministers in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Theology on Film, and a Young Adult Summer Re-
treat. Additionally, we will be serving and supporting several parish and diocesan retreats and events 
as well as the annual Pilgrimage for Vocations 
 
Please keep our office in your prayers as we continue to grow, and as we continue working to support 
and encourage the Norbertine charism and way of life. 

Catholic Chat facilitated by Fr. Marcus Fryer, SJ. 

Br. Patricio, Edgar and Fr. Graham. 
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Upcoming Events 
January 
• 19 Taizé in the Desert^  
• 20 Holy Rosary Spanish Middle School Retreat 
• 26 Archbishop’s Hour-Catholic Radio, Vocations 

& Formation 
• 26-28 Immaculate Conception Las Vegas Con-

firmation Retreat 
 
February 
• 1 Come to Christ^ 
• 2-4 Kansas Campus Ministry Conference 
• 10 Christ in the Community-Balloon Fiesta 

Park^ 
• 14 Ash Wednesday Mass @ St. Pius 
• 16 Taizé in the Desert^  
• 25 Peralta Vocations Day 
 
March 
• 1 Come to Christ^ 
• 3 Young Men’s Lenten Retreat^ 
• 5-7 St. Jude Parish Mission 
• 9-11 ASF Lenten Retreat 
• 16 Taizé in the Desert^  
• 17 Anton Chico Confirmation Retreat 
• 24 Young Women’s Lenten Retreat^ 
 
April 
• 5 Come to Christ^ 
• 7 San Clamente ACTS Men’s Retreat, Mass & 

Sacraments Talk 
• 20 Taizé in the Desert^  
• 28 Holy Rosary ACTS Women’s Retreat, Mass 

& Sacraments Talk 
 
May 
• 3 Come to Christ^ 
• 12 Pilgrimage For Vocations 
• 18 Taizé in the Desert^  
• 22 ASF Catechetical Affirmation Day 
 
June 
• 3-9 Pilgrimage For Vocations 
• 7 Come to Christ^ 
• 15 Taizé in the Desert-Anniversary^  
• 27 Theology on Film* 
 
July 
• 20 Taizé in the Desert^  
• 25 Theology on Film* 
• 27-29 Charismatic Conference` 
 
August 
• 4 Young Adult Summer Retreat^ 
• 17 Taizé in the Desert^  
• 29 Theology on Film* 
 
 
*proprietary programming 
^collaboration with the Archdiocese 

Come to Christ-Praise, Worship & Adoration Night. 

Share the Journey Art Exhibition Closing with Las Posadas. 

Archdiocese of Santa Fe Young Adult Symposium. 
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As we strive to be a formative community 
this is as much, if not sometimes more so, 
a challenge to us to grow, change and 
evolve. How are we forming new skins? 
How are we developing new openness to 
allow our community to stretch and shift in 
order to fit contemporary trends in our 
church, and the traditional realities of the 
community that surrounds us?  

Continued growth and renewal is not just 
good for our long-term viability as a com-
munity, it is a gospel imperative and part of 
our mission in the world. This openness 
requires an openness even to more 
“traditional” ways of engaging in our life 
because for us as  community, and for the  
young people that surround us, these are in 
fact “new.”  They no longer are what they 
once were simply because they are being 
encountered anew in the wider church and 
for the first time for the youth. We are not 
suddenly welcoming beer, nor are we 
needing to become a keg. Rather, we are 
renewing skin that is still skin and welcom-
ing wine that is still wine—but that which is 
new and renewed, and to do so afresh.  

I believe we have engaged in this process 
well to this point. Our openness to Spanish 
language liturgies, our increased adher-
ence to liturgical norms for solemnities, our 
hosting of posadas, a welcoming of an im-
age of Our Lady of Guadalupe, a reimagin-
ing of how we break open the word togeth- 
er, and a renewed commitment to live well  
our common life have all been clear signs that we not only have but also can forge new skins well. The chal-
lenge is to continue in this process of growth, and to allow it to continue to transform us. At this point in our 
history, and at this crucial moment in the momentum of our vocational and formational pursuits the challenge 
is to not simply allow “time” to transform us, but to intentionally understand how our evolution has built mo-
mentum and how we can continue to participate in this spirit of grace to participate with this momentum and 
not resist it.  

This evolution of new skins is something that requires us to continue to be attentive to a thoughtful and in-
tentional expression of our life and an engaged awareness of facets of our life like what our habit signifies 
and how we use it, the way in which our liturgies can both embrace or alienate, the manner in which our 
common life finds priority in relationship to apostolates, and what our apostolic footprint looks like in relation-
ship to our capacities and talents and the real needs of the wider community. 

If we can continue the momentum we have built (which by my estimation appears to be very spirit-led), then 
although the experience of stretching and growth may at times be uncomfortable, it will continue to allow 
new wine to pulse through renewed veins of our canonical life. In so doing, our larger mission of seeking 
God together and leading others to Christ will only grow more profound. Our docility as a community in rela-
tionship to the context of the local church and the young people who surround us not only becomes impera-
tive to our growth ad-intra, it is a direct reflection of the fruits that our calling bears ad-extra in the midst of 
the people whom we are called to serve.   

 

 

 

 

Our hope and mission is to support the increase of the young adult presence in the community and the bridging of gaps to 

the larger faith community. Any and all Norbertines are welcome to observe and/or assist with any of these events and ideas. 

Posole at the closing of Share the Journey 

Artist explaining his art at Share the Journey 


